Relapsing pneumococcal bacteremia in immunocompromised patients.
Relapse of Streptococcus pneumoniae bacteremia after appropriate therapy is thought to be rare, even in immunocompromised patients. We describe three immunodeficient patients who experienced repeated episodes of pneumococcal bacteremia within 8 weeks after receiving appropriate therapy. Serotyping and DNA fingerprinting of respective isolates strongly suggested that each patient's bacteremic relapse was caused by the same pneumococcal strain. Relapsing and recurrent infections with an identical pneumococcal strain, especially in immunodeficient individuals, may be more common than is generally appreciated.